
We wish to acknowledge and
pay respect to the traditional
owners of the land on which

we meet – the Wangal clan of
the Dharug peoples.

 

We acknowledge the impact colonialism has had on Aboriginal peoples and
Country, and that this impact continues today. 

 
We pay our respects to Elders, past, present and emerging, 

and to Aboriginal people joining us here today.
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Margaret Kirkby, 1997
at the SRC (Sydney

University)



For over a year in
1998/99, the residents

of Salisbury Road,
Camperdown faced

constant harassment
by a well-organised

group of street pests
calling themselves 'anti

abortion protestors'. 
 Residents had to deal
with large numbers of
people coming to the

street from outside the
area, causing traffic and  

parking congestion.
They also blocked the
footpath, especially

around the entrance to
the Salisbury Road

Clinic, targetting people
entering and leaving for
medical care with lurid

signs and disgusting
comments. 

 Using tactics developed by anti choice organisations
in the USA, they made selective videos and used

these as 'evidence' that they were being harassed by
residents, provoking altercations which led to at least

one arrest. 
 

In mid 1999, residents asked for WAAC's support to
stop women, clinic staff and residents from being

harassed and intimidated. 
 

WAAC members who had been part of the resistance
to USA attacks on abortion rights such as the

misleadingly named 'Operation Rescue' were able to
offer advice to prevent the anti-choicer group having

'free rein' of Salisbury Road, and to raise public
awareness of what was occurring.



July 1999:
Salisbury Road
Clinic counter

protest against
Helpers of God's
Precious Infants

anti-choice
zealots



Above: WAAC members Nicky and Joanne outside
the Salisbury Road Clinic. 

 
Right: Residents and WAAC activists next to the

'Peace Bus' - used to block anti-choicer access to
vanatge points used to harass residents and Clinic

staff and patients. 



Awareness raising was
one of the aims of

WAAC activists
protesting the actions
of anti-choice zealots

in Salisbury Road.
Public support by

'honking' was always
high!

 



Some of the anti-choice zealots trying to interfere with
the legitimate activities of the Salisbury Road clinic and

its clients were well known 'regulars', others were new to
the business of harassing women in public places



WAAC member Vicki
Potempa prevents anti-

choicers standing in
front of the Salisbury

Road Clinic's doors. Anti-
choicers were eventually
arrested for blocking the

Clinic doors as police
tried to escort patients
inside. They moved on

and residents were able
to reclaim the street and
patients and staff could
enter and leave freely. 





WAAC
continued to

mobilise
actions at the

Salisbury
Road Clinic

over the
years, as the

premises
became a
target for

anti-choicers.





WAAC supported the work
of feminist abortion

providers such as The
Bessie Smyth Foundation,
which operated the Powell

St Clinic at Homebush



LOTL, November 1998





Part of the Right To Choose Index, prepared by
activist Jeanne Rudd




